Police take eight months to respond to CJC complaint

16th June 2001

   In late July 1999 the Police, acting on a complaint by The Courier-Mail to the Office of Crown Law, arrested me for allegedly breaching Section 7 of the (Criminal Law) Sexual Offences Act of 1978. The arrest took just two days and was clearly authorised by then Attorney General, Matt Foley, outside the standard process. Clearly no Police investigation had taken place – the media, led by The Courier-Mail, played that role in a classic case of “trial by media”. On the day of my arrest David Solomon wrote, “Ignorance of the law is no excuse - as publisher Scott Balson may discover if prosecuting authorities decide to charge him for publishing the name of a man currently facing committal proceedings on child-sex charges.”.

   In mid-January 2000 The Bulletin allegedly breached the same Act under which I had been arrested. While the media had given my court case maximum publicity and continued to do so, until I was found not guilty, only the ABC ever reported on The Bulletin’s alleged breach. 

   In March 2000 I was found not guilty of breaking the law in an Ipswich Court by Magistrate Donna McCullum. At this time I was told by a Police Officer, Peter Snodgrass, that he was looking into the complaint. The Bulletin had still not been charged and, despite a complaint being lodged by Terry O’Gorman on the day the magazine appeared, it was never withdrawn from publication – being sold for a week while carrying an article which broke the law. 

   I later learnt that it was in June 2000 Snodgrass forwarded his report on the complaint to the Queensland Police’s Solicitor.

   In October 2000 I lodged a formal complaint with the Criminal Justice Commission alleging double standards and asking why no action had been taken against The Bulletin. In November 2000 I was told by CJC complaints officer, Peter Jones, that they “could find no record of any investigation taking place into the complaint and on that basis the Police had been asked to advise what had happened to the complaint”.
   Despite numerous requests to Peter Jones for an answer none was forthcoming. I was continually told that the Police “had not responded” and that the CJC could do nothing until they did. 

   In January 2001, as 12 months had passed since the publication of The Bulletin article naming D’Arcy, the statutory of limitations under this Act prevented the Police from taking action. 

   On the 21st March 2001 I was told by CJC officer Eve Gardiner over the phone that “I was wasting the CJC’s time” (because of my continual requests for answers).

   On the 27th March I wrote a letter to the Chairman of the CJC which included this statement: “I am tired of this bullshit. The Queensland Police report in response to my complaint should have been released months ago. The CJC are not doing their job in fulfilling their boldly claimed charter.” 
   The next day, 28th March 2001, the QPS Solicitor responded to the complaint after the CJC Commissioner responded to my letter by demanding a response. On this same day the QPS solicitor belatedly recommended that The Bulletin be charged for breaching the Act under which I had been arrested. Because the response to the DPP was outside the statute of limitations no charges could be laid. This delay prompted another inquiry by the CJC into why it had taken so long to lay charges against The Bulletin. I requested that the CJC investigate the real issue… double standards and my political arrest.

   It has taken the QPS over two months to respond to this latest inquiry despite the fact that the investigation is now being handled personally by the CJC Commissioner – a remarkable outcome.  

   The belated QPS report is now in the hands of the CJC. I was advised over a week ago by Mike O’Connor that Helen Couper had a three page response from the Police. For some reason the release of this report has been delayed. 

   I have today written to the CJC requesting urgent delivery of the same so that I can take any action that I deem to be necessary to clear my name among other related issues. A copy of that letter is attached.

Media enquiries: Scott Balson Phone 3201 1900 or 0407 477 609 or 0414 950 361

See “Enemy of the State” for scans of CJC documents: http://www.gwb.com.au/enemy.htm

